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FIRST & SECOND FLOOR GALLERIES

Bringing together a cross section of paintings made throughout
a career spanning six decades, Lines of Flight offers the most
comprehensive overview to date of British-Indian artist Balraj
Khanna (1939-2024). Born in Jhang, Punjab (now Pakistan),
Khanna witnessed the Partition of India in 1947 before
relocating to London in 1962, becoming a champion of the
burgeoning international art scene in London. A self-taught
artist, writer and curator, he developed a distinctive artistic
approach informed by migration, memory, landscape and
cultural exchange.

Presented across both floors of the gallery, the exhibition traces
the evolution of Khanna’s distinctive vision of abstraction,
shaped by his youth in India, his life in post-war Britain and an
enduring fascination with the natural world. Rarely seen works
from the 1960s and 70s are presented alongside large-scale
compositions from the 1970s to the early 2000s. Mixed media
works from the 1980s to the 2010s highlight his innovative use
of sand, spray, stencil and mark-making, revealing a visual
language that is both sensorial and meticulously constructed.
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The exhibition celebrates Khanna’s unique connection to
Birmingham, marking 25 years since the completion of Astral
Dance (2001), his monumental painting on the safety curtain for
Birmingham Hippodrome. The scale and ambition of this
commission exemplify the vast scope of Khanna’s creative
determination and aspiration, while Lines of Flight illustrates an
artist driven by curiosity and play at every turn.

Lines of Flight has been curated and organised by Ikon Gallery.

The exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated monographic
publication featuring newly commissioned essays from art
historians Dr Elena Crippa, Dr Alina Khakoo, Dr Aparna Kumar
and Dr Cleo Roberts-Komireddi, alongside a foreword and essay
from Melanie Pocock, Ikon Artistic Director (Exhibitions).

We are grateful to the lenders of the exhibition, including Tate,
The Fitzwilliam Museum, University of Cambridge, Arts Council
Collection, Bradford Museum and Galleries, Kirklees Museums
and Galleries, Imperial Health Charity Art Collection, The Estate
of Balraj Khanna and Jhaveri Contemporary and those who wish
to remain anonymous. Works are presented courtesy of The
Estate of Balraj Khanna and Jhaveri Contemporary unless stated
otherwise.



EXHIBITION SUPPORTERS

This exhibition is generously supported by lead supporter Bagri
Foundation, with additional support from ai. gallery, The Estate
of Balraj Khanna, Jhaveri Contemporary, the Paul Mellon Centre
for Studies in British Art and those who wish to remain

anonymous. Paint kindly supplied by Little Greene.

FREE DIGITAL GUIDE
Discover more about the exhibition with our free digital guide
on Bloomberg Connects, the arts and culture app.




STAY IN TOUCH

Subscribe to our e-bulletin at ikon-gallery.org
B OM@MJ @ikongallery

Open Tuesday-Sunday, 11lam-5pm
Free entry, donations welcome

Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace,
Birmingham, B1 2HS
0121248 0708 / ikon-gallery.org

SUPPORT IKON

Ikon is a charity that depends on the generosity of visitors,
patrons and businesses. Support us today and help keep lkon
free for everyone.

Please consider making a donation during your visit, join our
Patrons’ group, choose lkon’s independent shop for your gifts,

or hire our rooms for your events.

For more information visit ikon-gallery.org/support

Ilkon is supported using public funding by the National Lottery
through Arts Council England.

Ilkon Gallery Limited trading as lkon.
Registered charity no. 528892.
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