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BALRAJ KHANNA ​
LINES OF FLIGHT 
30 SEPTEMBER 2026 – 21 FEBRUARY 2027 

Balraj Khanna, Flying Kites – Patang Bazi (1988-89). Acrylic and sand on canvas, 242 cm x 134 cm. Courtesy 
The Estate of Balraj Khanna and Jhaveri Contemporary. Photo by Andrew Judd. ​

​
"Balraj Khanna: Lines of Flight offers a long-overdue recognition of an artist whose work 
bridges cultures, geographies and generations, highlighting his significant contribution to 

post-war British abstraction.” – Antonia Blocker, Artistic Director, Exhibitions (Maternity Cover) 
at Ikon Gallery 

This autumn, Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, presents Lines of Flight, the first major survey 
exhibition of British–Indian artist Balraj Khanna (1939–2024), on view from 30 September 
2026 – 21 February 2027. 

Bringing together more than 40 paintings made over six decades, Lines of Flight offers the 
most comprehensive overview to date of Khanna’s remarkable career as a painter, writer and 
curator. The exhibition traces the evolution of his distinctive vision of abstraction, shaped by 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/


Ikon Gallery  
 1 Oozells Square Brindleyplace   

Birmingham B1 2HS  
0121 248 0708 / ikon-gallery.org   

free entry / donations welcome  
Registered charity no. 528892  

  
his youth in the Punjab region of India, his life in post-war Britain, and an enduring fascination 
with the natural world. Through these works, he explores themes of migration, Partition, 
identity and belonging. 

Born in Jhang, Punjab (now Pakistan), and based in Britain from 1962, Khanna developed a 
distinctive artistic language informed by migration, memory, landscape, and cultural 
exchange. Across a career spanning six decades, he produced a substantial body of 
paintings, reliefs, writings, and publications. By 1964, Khanna was a member of the Indian 
Painters Collective, which championed the representation of Indian artists in Britain. Following 
his first solo exhibition in 1965, he exhibited widely across the UK, France and the United 
States. His inclusion in the landmark exhibition The Other Story at Hayward Gallery (1989), 
the display of his work at Tate Britain in 2024, and the presence of his paintings and archives 
in major public collections, including Tate Britain, Arts Council England and the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, reflect the increasing recognition of his contribution to post-war British art. 

A self-taught artist, Khanna witnessed the Partition of India in 1947 before relocating to 
London in 1962. Following a road accident in 1965, a period of recuperation in Metz, France, 
proved pivotal to his practice. Immersed in the surrounding Forêt de Saint-Bernard near Metz, 
he began to develop a highly individual form of abstraction, characterised by layered 
surfaces, the use of line and string, organic and geometric forms, and an acute sense of 
spatial rhythm. 

Rarely seen works from the 1960s and 70s will be presented alongside large-scale 
compositions from the 1970s to the early 2000s. Early paintings inspired by the forests of 
Metz, France, are shown alongside later works exploring childhood memories, diasporic 
identity, postcolonial politics and the enduring legacy of the Partition. Remote Region (1965) 
exemplifies Khanna’s use of line, with its repetitive grid-like structure suggesting the presence 
of boundaries. Mixed media works from the 1980s to the 2010s highlight his innovative use of 
sand, spray, stencil and mark-making, revealing a visual language that is both sensorial and 
meticulously constructed. In contrast to the vibrant colour palette found across much of his 
work, the grey tones of Hampstead Heath in Winter (1986) reflect Khanna’s adjustment to life 
in England, while Caught at Play (1995-6) exemplifies his interplay of precision and texture, 
foreground and background.  

The exhibition also celebrates Khanna’s deep connection to Birmingham through Astral 
Dance (2001), his monumental painted safety curtain for Birmingham Hippodrome, which 
marks its 25th anniversary this year. To coincide with this milestone, Ikon will collaborate with 
Birmingham Hippodrome on public programmes, curator-led tours, and learning initiatives, 
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offering new insight into the commission while extending access to Khanna’s work for 
audiences across Birmingham and the West Midlands.  

An accompanying fully illustrated monograph, published by Ikon and distributed by Art Data, 
will be the first major reference publication on Khanna’s work. It will include a foreword and 
text on the Birmingham Hippodrome commission by Ikon’s Artistic Director (Exhibitions), 
Melanie Pocock, alongside newly commissioned texts by leading art historians, including Dr 
Elena Crippa, Dr Alina Khakoo, Dr Aparna Kumar, and Dr Cleo Roberts-Komireddi, with 
extensive archival material. Admission to the exhibition is free, and it will be accompanied by 
a programme of events, talks and family activities. Please visit ikon-gallery.org for further 
information. 

This exhibition is generously supported by lead supporter Bagri Foundation, 
with additional support from ai. gallery, the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in British Art, 
Jhaveri Contemporary and The Estate of Balraj Khanna. 

​
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes to editors 
 
Exhibition credit line: Balraj Khanna: Lines of Flight is presented at Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, 
30 September 2026 – 21 February 2027. ikon-gallery.org 

Press contacts: for more information, press appointments, high-res images and interview 
requests please contact Zara Doshi or Izzy Richings at Pelham Communications 
zara@pelhamcommunications.com | izzy@pelhamcommunications.com 
 
Press kit: here 
 
Social Media: @ikongallery #IkonGallery @ace_national @aceagrams @ace_midlands 
 
Notes to editors  
1.​ Ikon Gallery, 1 Oozells Square, Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 2HS. 0121 248 0708 / 

ikon-gallery.org Open Tuesday-Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays, 11am-5pm. Free entry, 
donations welcome. Ikon Gallery Limited trading as Ikon. Registered charity no. 528892. 
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2.​ Ikon is an internationally acclaimed contemporary art gallery, situated in Birmingham’s city 

centre. Established in 1964 by a group of artists. It is an educational charity with free entry 
for all and works to encourage public engagement with contemporary art through 
exhibiting new work in a context of debate and participation. The gallery programme 
features artists from around the world and a variety of media is represented, including 
sound, film, mixed media, photography, painting, sculpture and installation.  Education is 
at the heart of Ikon’s activities, stimulating public interest in and understanding of 
contemporary visual art. Ikon aims to build dynamic relationships with audiences, enabling 
visitors to engage with, discuss and reflect on contemporary art. 

3.​ Ikon’s off-site programme develops dynamic relationships between art, artists and 
audiences outside the gallery. Projects vary enormously in scale, duration and location, 
challenging expectations of where art can be seen and by whom. 

4.​ Ikon Shop is Birmingham’s only specialist art bookshop, stocking a range of books, cards, 
artists’ limited editions, magazines and gifts. All profits from Ikon Shop support Ikon 
Gallery’s charitable artistic and educational programme. shop.ikon-gallery.org 

5.​ Ikon is supported using public funding by the National Lottery through Arts Council 
England. 

6.​ Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity and culture. ACE 
have set out their strategic vision in Let’s Create that by 2030 they want England to be a 
country in which the creativity of each of us is valued and given the chance to flourish and 
where everyone of us has access to a remarkable range of high-quality cultural 
experiences. From 2023 to 2026 ACE will invest over £467 million of public money from 
Government and an estimated £250 million from The National Lottery each year to help  to 
deliver this vision. artscouncil.org.uk 

7.​ The Estate of Balraj Khanna is dedicated to stewarding the collection, archive, and 
intellectual legacy of the artist and writer Balraj Khanna (1939–2024), one of Britain's most 
significant post-war artists of South Asian origin. Born in Jhang, Punjab (now Pakistan), 
and based in Britain from 1962, Khanna developed a distinctive artistic language shaped 
by experiences of migration, memory, landscape, and cultural exchange. Over a career 
spanning six decades, he produced a substantial body of paintings, reliefs, writings, and 
publications that contributed significantly to the development of post-war British art. 
Through exhibitions, publications, loans, conservation, acquisitions, and scholarly 
research, the Estate seeks to preserve and promote this legacy, deepen understanding of 
Khanna's life and work, and foster new perspectives on his enduring contribution to 
modern and contemporary art in Britain and beyond. 

8.​ ai. gallery, Based in London, ai. is a gallery platform committed to encouraging dialogue 
and challenging the notions of the East and West. It has a permanent space at 1a Tenter 
Ground, London, E1 7NH. a-i-gallery.com 
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9.​ The Bagri Foundation, established in 1990, is a family foundation driven by a spirit of 

curiosity. Their vision is to cultivate a meaningful space for Asian culture to thrive, shift 
perspectives and deepen connections. The Foundation works within a network of leading 
cultural organisations who share this mission, to give artists and experts from across Asia, 
wider visibility on the global stage. They champion diverse artistic initiatives that challenge 
and inspire them and their audiences. Through grants and strategic partnerships, the 
Foundation realises unique, high-quality programmes which share traditional and 
contemporary Asian culture. 

Recent projects include support for the major exhibition Asian Bronze: 4000 years of 
Beauty at the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam; Myths, Dreams and New Realities featuring 13 
emerging Asian artists co-curated with the Saatchi Gallery; a co-production, Thikra: Night 
of Remembering, by Akram Khan Company; and the forthcoming Bagri Commission 2026 
by Gulnur Mukazhanova at the Whitworth, Manchester. 

In addition to the arts programme, three generations of the family continue to support 
education, relief work, development and healthcare. www.bagrifoundation.org 

10.​Paul Mellon Centre (PMC), is an educational charity and research institute that 
champions new ways of understanding British art and architecture. The PMC publishes, 
teaches and carries out research, both at the Centre in London and through online 
platforms. The PMC's archives, library and lively events programme are open to 
researchers, students and the public whilst the funding programme supports 
organisations and individuals with research projects, publications, exhibitions and events. 
The Centre was founded in 1970 by the art collector and philanthropist Paul Mellon. It is 
part of Yale University and a partner to the Yale Center for British Art. 
paul-mellon-centre.ac.uk 
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