
SCHOOLS AT IKON

Ikon Gallery welcomes 
educational groups.  
 
We offer tours and 
workshops, plus free 
online resources 
including activity packs.



Exhibition Guide 
Highlighting key themes of the exhibition. 

Gallery Assistants  
Available in every gallery for further conversation. 
 
Art Explorer 
Helps you explore Ikon’s exbitions together. 
 
Resource Room 
Containing artists’ books, films and activities.  

Online Activity / Student-Teacher Packs
Designed by artists for creative learning at home or in 
the classroom.  

Digital Resources  
Including interviews with artists, virtual tours, audio 
guides. 

FREE RESOURCES

ONLINE ACTIVITY PACKS

https://www.ikon-gallery.org/learning/schools/activity-packs


Guided exhibition tour, 60 minutes – £30
Self-guided tour – FREE 
 
Available Tuesday–Friday

Advance booking is essential for both guided 
and self-guided tours. Maximum 30 students per tour.

Guided tours are led by our experienced Gallery 
Assistants who encourage visitors to explore Ikon’s 
exhibitions, focusing on how we look at art, ask 
questions and share ideas.  

TOURS

Open to all educational 
groups

BOOK NOW

https://www.ikon-gallery.org/book-your-visit


WORKSHOPS

£180
Available Wednesday–Friday, booking essential  
2.5 hours, maximum 30 students

This workshop introduces students to art galleries and 
contemporary art forms, developing students’ creative 
and critical thinking skills when talking about and 
making art.

Students enjoy an interactive tour of the galleries 
followed by a practical session, including discussions 
and activities on themes specific to the exhibitions.

Skills include but are not limited to: zine making, poster 
design, stamp making, collage, drawing and painting. 

£180
Available Wednesday–Friday, booking essential
2.5 hours, maximum 30 students

This workshop encourages students to connect Ikon’s 
current exhibitions and their own approaches to making 
art. Perfect for students who want to learn or develop 
specific techniques. 

A guided tour is followed by an artist-led creative 
workshop where students create their own artwork in 
response to the exhibitions.  

Skills include but are not limited to: drawing, painting, 
printmaking, exploring texture, modelling and sculpture.

£180
Available Wednesday–Friday, booking essential
2.5 hours, maximum 30 students

This workshop introduces students to creative careers 
and pathways into the arts and cultural sector. 

A guided tour is followed by a practical session and 
series of discussions where students will learn about 
the role of a gallery and its different departments 
including: exhibitions, education, communications, 
development and operations. 

Students have the opportunity to speak to Ikon staff and 
draw on their knowledge and experience of working in 
the sector. 

What is a gallery? Develop your art skills Discover creative careers

BOOK NOW BOOK NOW BOOK NOW

Speak to our Education Team about how these workshops can support curriculum areas.

https://www.ikon-gallery.org/book-your-visit
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/book-your-visit
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/book-your-visit


CPD, TEACHER 
TRAINING & ADULT 
LEARNING 
Ikon regularly hosts CPD sessions for teachers at all 
levels. These can be tailored to meet the needs of your 
faculty or department. 
 
PGCE students, U3A and informal study groups are all 
welcome. Get in touch to discuss your visit or arrange a 
workshop.

CONTACT

https://www.ikon-gallery.org/book-your-visit
mailto:education@ikon-gallery.org


BCU TUESDAYS 
Our Partnership with Birmingham City University 
 
Ikon Gallery has developed a valued and evolving 
partnership with Birmingham City University (BCU), 
creating new opportunities for collaboration, education 
and access. 
  
A key element of this partnership has been enabling 
Ikon to open on Tuesdays, extending our public 
programme and creating additional opportunities for 
engagement. These BCU Tuesdays also welcomed 
school and college groups for interactive workshops 
co-delivered by BCU subject leads, student 
ambassadors and Ikon’s Education team. Together, 
these sessions have introduced Key Stage 4 and 5 
students to the breadth of creative study opportunities 
at BCU, spanning Fine Art, Fashion, Photography and 
Arts Education. 
  
Alongside these workshops, Ikon has supported BCU’s 
outreach activity by hosting careers fairs, events in 
collaboration with the School of Arts and showcasing 
BCUs emerging talent including an exhibition of work 
by students from BCU’s School of Jewellery. 
  
As the partnership continues to develop, both 
organisations remain committed to exploring future 
opportunities to support creative education, skills 
development and access to the arts across the region.



Spring – Autumn
25 March – 6 September 2026 
Ikon Gallery, open Tuesday–Sunday

Ikon presents rarely seen works by acclaimed artist 
Angela de la Cruz alongside a new commission 
developed in collaboration with Birmingham Royal 
Ballet. Guest curated by Carolina Grau, the exhibition 
focuses on de la Cruz’s concern with the human body 
and the realities of everyday survival.  
 
The exhibition includes a number of sculptural paintings 
which capture the physical dimensions of de la Cruz’s 
body and emotional relationships between strength and 
fragility. 

Key themes: Body, Environment, Resilience 
Method: Sculpture, Painting, Found objects

READ MORE

ANGELA DE LA CRUZ 
UPRIGHT  

READ MORE

Autumn – Winter 
30 September 2026 – 21 February 2027
Ikon Gallery, open Tuesday–Sunday 
 
The first major survey exhibition of artist Balraj Khanna 
(1939-2024). The exhibition traces the evolution of 
Khanna’s unique vision of abstraction, shaped by his 
youth in the Punjab region of India, life in post-war 
Britain, and fascination for the natural world.  
 
The exhibition includes paintings and mixed media 
works from the 1960s – 2000s, highlighting Khanna’s 
innovative painting technique and his vibrant visual 
language of organic and geometric forms. 

 
Key themes: Colour, Nature, Abstract Art 
Method: Painting, Mixed Media, Stencil 

BALRAJ KHANNA 
LINES OF FLIGHT

Angela de la Cruz, UPRIGHT, installation view, Ikon Gallery (2026). 
Image courtesy Ikon. Photo Tom Bird.

Balraj Khanna, New play (1984).  
Courtesy the estate of Balraj Khanna and Jhaveri Contemporary. 
Photo by Andrew Judd.

Halima Cassell, Virtues of Unity (2009-) 
Image courtesy Ikon. Photo: Tom Bird

READ MORE

Spring – Autumn  
25 March – 6 September 2026  
Ikon Gallery, open Tuesday–Sunday
 
The final chapter in a trilogy of exhibitions exploring 
heritage craft and contemporary art practice. This 
concluding instalment centres on ceramics, celebrating 
clay as a medium of experimentation and process-
based practice.
 
Artists Jack Ky Tan, Halima Cassell and Roo Dhissou,
transform the gallery into a vibrant ceramics laboratory 
for exploration and public engagement, including 
activities for children and young people

Key themes: Sustainability, Collaboration, Craft 
Method: Ceramics, Sculpture, Installation 

BREAK THE MOULD  

https://www.ikon-gallery.org/exhibition/angela-de-la-cruz-upright
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/exhibition/balraj-khanna
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/exhibition/break-the-mould
http://Ikon Gallery, open Tuesday-Sunday  


Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, Birmingham, B1 2HS
0121 248 0708 / ikon-gallery.org

Open Tuesday–Sunday, 11am–5pm
Free entry, donations welcome

Stay in touch
Subscribe to our e-newsletter at ikon-gallery.org
 
                         @ikongallery

Artsmark
Ikon is proud to be working in partnership with  
schools and settings on their Artsmark Award journey.

Arts Award
Ikon is an Arts Award centre with members of  
the Education Team who are trained to deliver Arts  
Award at any level as part of a visit to the gallery.
 
To find out how Ikon can support your Artsmark  
or Arts Award journey, or for more information about  
our schools offer, contact the Education Team on  
0121 248 0708 or email education@ikon-gallery.org

Ikon is supported using public funding by the  
National Lottery through Arts Council England.

Ikon Gallery Limited trading as Ikon. 
Registered charity no. 528892.

mailto:education%40ikon-gallery.org?subject=

