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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Birmingham, UK – June 2026 

IKON ANNOUNCES IKON X AGDER 
KUNSTAKADEMI: UK - NORWAY ART 
IN PRISONS EXCHANGE 
A cross-cultural programme of exhibitions, residencies and dialogue 
exploring art education and incarceration 
 

 
TV Pain (2022-23), Kunstnernes Hus, Oslo. Courtesy Vegard Kleven 

 
Ikon is pleased to announce its partnership with Agder Kunstakademi on a collaborative 
exchange programme between artists and curators working and residing in prisons in Norway 
and the UK. Supported by KORO – Public Art Norway, the Marie-Louise von Motesiczky 
Charitable Trust and The Royal Norwegian Embassy, London, the programme comprises a 
series of exhibitions, workshops, talks and a symposium exploring the role of prison art school 
pedagogy in an international context. 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/
https://agderkunstakademi.no/
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Agder Kunstakademi at Ikon Gallery, UK 

 25 June – 5 July 2026 / Free admission 

Ikon Gallery presents TV Pain (2022–23), an installation by Zubair, a former student of Agder 
Kunstakademi (2020-23) at Agder Prison in Froland, Norway. This high security facility houses 
approximately 200 male prisoners. 

Zubair repurposes flat-screen monitors taken from prison cells, which are frequently smashed 
by inmates in moments of frustration. In transforming these damaged objects into an 
installation, Zubair reframes acts of violence and destruction as constructive gestures, 
reclaiming the TV screen as an autonomous artistic space within the conditions of 
incarceration. 

TV Pain is curated by Nick London, writer for Inside Time and former participant in Ikon’s long-
running programme Art at HMP Grendon (2014-present). HMP Grendon is a Category B 
prison in Buckinghamshire, UK, offering intensive daily therapy for up to 200 male prisoners. 

On 25 June 2026, Nick will be in dialogue with Agder Kunstakademi curators Thora Dolven 
Balke and Kristine Jærn Pilgaard as part of Ikon’s  Art, Prisons and Health symposium, 
highlighting contrasting philosophies of criminal justice and criminal care in the UK and 
Norway. 

Agder Kunstakademi at HMP Grendon, UK  

Dag Erik Elgin is Artist in Residence at HMP Grendon 17-21 August 2026, in collaboration with 
Kristine Jærn Pilgaard. Together they will facilitate a week-long workshop, entitled Spaces of 
Immediate Surroundings, culminating in the co-creation of an encyclopaedia with the 
prisoners. 

Elgin previously collaborated with Hege Nyborg as lead artist educators at Agder 
Kunstakademi, supporting the development of Zubair’s TV Pain. Hege and Elgin also acquired 
a permanent art collection for the prison, primarily consisting of Norwegian modernist 
artworks, which functioned as a pedagogical tool. This project connects to Elgin’s broader art 
practice, which is an ongoing investigation into the history of painting, modernist ideals and 
contemporary visual culture. 

 

 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/exhibition/agder-kunstakademi-zubair-tv-pain
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/off-site/art-in-prisons
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/event/art-prisons-health-symposium-2026
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Art at HMP Grendon at Agder Prison, Norway 

James Lomax will be Artist in Residence at Agder Prison from 31 August-4 September 2026, 
in collaboration with James Latunji-Cockbill, Ikon’s Producer of Art in Health and Prisons. 

In 2026, Lomax was independently awarded funding from the Nordisk Kulturfond to visit 
Agder Kunstakademi to deepen his understanding of how creative labour functions within 
carceral spaces, furthering his work which seeks to question and disrupt fiscal and political 
power structures. In 2024, he undertook a residency at HMP Grendon, introducing residents 
to casting and reproduction techniques within the prison’s on-site studio. 

Nick London, who participated in these workshops, later wrote the text to accompany James’ 
exhibition, A Tale of Two Cities, at Sid Motion Gallery, London, 2025. Works from this 
exhibition were acquired by the UK Government Art Collection. 

During the residency at Agder Prison, Lomax will reactivate the ceramics studio – formerly the 
studio of Agder Kunstakademi – working alongside the prison’s art facilitator, Solfrid Kjetså. 
Photographer Edmund Clark will also visit Agder Prison in Froland, contributing to the 
programme through documentation and early research. Edmund’s research-based practice 
visualises state power and experiences, spaces and processes of control in contemporary 
conflict and other contexts. From 2014-18, Edmund was Artist in Residence at HMP Grendon, 
culminating in the exhibition, In Place of Hate, engaging with issues of censorship, security 
and control. 

Ikon x Agder Kunstakademi Exchange Programme 

Over a period of six months, Zubair, Nick, James, Dag Erik, Kristine, Edmund and James will 
be in dialogue around the development of art school pedagogy at HMP Grendon and Agder 
Prison. 

In November 2026, the artists and curators will take part in a round table discussion hosted by 
the Royal Norwegian Embassy, London. 

Quotes 

“The art programmes at Agder Kunstakademi and HMP Grendon have exemplified what role 
visual art has in a prison context, and the importance of sharing these experiences across 
borders. Art education in a prison not only provides the space to create, but as importantly 
fosters independence, critical thinking, collectivity, and gives time and room to discover 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/
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unknown abilities for all who are involved. Through meetings with art professionals and a 
larger audience, art can bring a sense of freedom to think, express and communicate”.   

Kristine Jærn Pilgaard, Co-curator and initiator of Agder Kunstakademi 

“Agder Kunstakademi has been a special journey for our prison. It has been especially 
fascinating to see how our inmates have collaborated and developed ways to express 
themselves both personally and artistically. The art programme has also been an eye opener to 
the way we think about running our prison and working with our inmates. The partnership with 
Ikon and the UK is a unique opportunity to share our knowledge and create dialogue across 
systems and cultures”. 

Hans-Petter Jacobsen, Inspector in Agder Prison 

“Whilst the solipsism of running an art studio in a psychotherapeutic prison produces 
extraordinary artistic practice, Ikon is always seeking points of connection with the external 
world. Through this collaborative exchange programme, Art at HMP Grendon and Agder 
Kunstakademi will explore pedagogical and aesthetic approaches to different states of 
incarceration.” 

Linzi Stauvers, Artistic Director (Education), Ikon Gallery 

“We are delighted to see Ikon’s programme expand into new areas as we reflect on the impact 
artists can have on our rehabilitative culture. This innovative partnership with Norwegian 
prisons provides an opportunity to look beyond our own prison service and consider 
alternative ways of working”. 

Matthew Tilt, Governor, HMP Grendon 

Supporters 

Ikon x Agder Kunstakademi: UK/ Norway Art in Prisons Exchange is supported by the Marie-
Louise von Motesiczky Charitable Trust, KORO – Public Art Norway, Trust and The Royal 
Norwegian Embassy, London. 

Ikon’s exhibition TV Pain, and the symposium Art, Prisons and Health, are supported by HMP 
Sudbury and form part of Healing Arts Birmingham (HABrum), a week-long festival co-led by 
Birmingham City Council and the Jameel Arts & Health Lab. The festival contributes to the 
Jameel Arts & Health Lab’s global Healing Arts campaign, delivered in collaboration with the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/event/art-prisons-health-symposium-2026
https://www.healingartsbirmingham.org/
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Press enquiries, interviews and high-res images: press@ikon-gallery.org or call Ikon on 0121 
248 0708.  
 
Social Media: @ikongallery #IkonGallery @ace_national @aceagrams @ace_midlands 
 
Notes to editors  

1. Ikon Gallery, 1 Oozells Square, Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 2HS. 0121 248 0708 / ikon-
gallery.org Open Tuesday-Sunday and Bank Holiday Mondays, 11am-5pm. Free entry, 
donations welcome. Ikon Gallery Limited trading as Ikon. Registered charity no. 528892. 
 

2. Ikon is an internationally acclaimed contemporary art gallery, situated in Birmingham’s city 
centre. Established in 1964 by a group of artists, Ikon celebrated its 60th anniversary in 
2024. It is an educational charity with free entry for all and works to encourage public 
engagement with contemporary art through exhibiting new work in a context of debate and 
participation. The gallery programme features artists from around the world and a variety of 
media is represented, including sound, film, mixed media, photography, painting, sculpture 
and installation. Ikon’s off-site programme develops dynamic relationships between art, 
artists and audiences outside the gallery. Projects vary enormously in scale, duration and 
location, challenging expectations of where art can be seen and by whom. Education is at 
the heart of Ikon’s activities, stimulating public interest in and understanding of 
contemporary visual art. Ikon aims to build dynamic relationships with audiences, enabling 
visitors to engage with, discuss and reflect on contemporary art. 
 

3. Ikon is supported using public funding by the National Lottery through Arts Council 
England.  

4. Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity and culture. ACE 
have set out their strategic vision in Let’s Create that by 2030 they want England to be a 
country in which the creativity of each of us is valued and given the chance to flourish and 
where everyone of us has access to a remarkable range of high-quality cultural 
experiences. From 2023 to 2026 ACE will invest over £467 million of public money from 
Government and an estimated £250 million from The National Lottery each year to help   to 
deliver this vision. artscouncil.org.uk 

5. Agder Kunstakademi (2020–23) was an independent art school based within Agder 
Prison, a high-security facility in Froland, Norway, housing approximately 200 male 
prisoners. Opened in 2020, the prison is designed using a campus-style layout set within a 
landscaped environment. Produced by KORO – Public Art Norway, Agder Kunstakademi 
was initiated by curators Thora Dolven Balke and Kristine Jærn Pilgaard, and a group of 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/
http://www.ikon-gallery.co.uk/
http://www.ikon-gallery.co.uk/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
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artists committed to creating a forum for material experimentation, critical thinking and 
artistic exchange within the prison context. Between 2021- 23, the school supported 29 
prisoner students and 20 guest artist teachers, producing a significant body of work that 
was presented in the exhibition Art as Punishment at Kunstnernes Hus, Oslo (2023–24), 
and now permanently installed at Agder Prison. 

6. Art at HMP Grendon (2014-present) is a programme of artist residencies at HMP Grendon, 
the only wholly therapeutic prison in Europe. The programme involves prisoners taking part 
in weekly workshops led by an Artist in Residence, during which they learn and develop 
new creative and technical skills. There is no formal curriculum for participation, but rather 
an ethos of learning. HMP Grendon’s art studio is the only curated gallery inside a prison in 
the UK, hosting a programme of exhibitions including work by prisoner artists, Artists in 
Residence and satellite presentations from Ikon’s exhibition programme. Produced by Ikon 
and funded by the Marie-Louise von Motesiczky Charitable Trust since 2014, previous 
Artists in Residence at HMP Grendon include Edmund Clark (2014-18), Dean Kelland 
(2019-23), James Lomax (2024) and Simon Harris (2024-26). 

7. Zubair was a full-time student of Agder Kunstakademi (2020-23). Across three years, he 
built an experimental practice based on a series of works, primarily installations, texts and 
artist books. His work Mitt livs smerte (2022) was selected to be part of Høstutstillingen in 
2022, the traditional annual contemporary art exhibition in Oslo. For the exhibition Art as 
Punishment at Kunstnernes Hus, Oslo (2023-24), he contributed with various works and 
installations, including TV Pain and a 1:1 model of his prison cell at Froland. He is currently a 
serving prisoner. 

8. Nick London has been a regular columnist for Inside Time, the national prison newspaper, 
since March 2021. London was Assistant Curator of Dean Kelland’s exhibition Imposter 
Syndrome (2023) at Ikon Gallery and HMP Grendon, for which he wrote the catalogue 
essay. He also provided an essay, entitled Into the Light, for James Lomax’s exhibition A 
Tale of Two Cities (2024) at HMP Grendon and Sid Motion Gallery, London. London honed 
his writing skills in creative writing workshops at HMP Grendon, including those run by 
Max Porter, Raymond Antrobus, and Yvonne Jewkes and Andy West. He is currently a 
serving prisoner. 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/
https://kunstnerneshus.no/en/program/exhibitions/agder-kunstakademi
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/page/art-in-prisons
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9. Edmund Clark is an artist interested in linking history, 

politics and representation. His research-based work 
combines a range of references and forms including 
bookmaking, installations, photography, video, documents, 
text and found images and material. Recurring themes are 
visualising state power and experiences, spaces and 
processes of control in contemporary conflict and other 
contexts. Clark spent five years as Artist in Residence in 
HMP Grendon, Europe’s only wholly therapeutic prison. 
Clark’s work has been exhibited extensively internationally, 
including in the United States, Europe, Australia and Middle 
East. Clark is represented by Flowers Gallery London and 
New York; East Wing Gallery, Dubai; and Parotta 
Contemporary, Cologne and Bonn. He is Reader in the Political Image at the University of 
the Arts London. 

10. Dag Erik Elgin’s work is informed by an ongoing investigation into the history of painting, 
modernist ideals and contemporary visual culture. He has established a practice where the 
specific physical qualities of painting, historical analysis and personal production are 
constantly negotiated. His projects engage in an explorative dialogue with the history of art 
practices, interpretation, provenance and reception. Elgin has exhibited at institutions such 
as Albertinum, Gemäldegalerie Neue Meister, Dresden; The National Museum, Oslo; 
Hamburger Bahnhof, Berlin, and Henie Onstad Kunstsenter, Høvikodden. In 2024, he 
presented the exhibition titled BOMBA at Kunstnernes Hus, Oslo. In 2014, he was awarded 
the Carnegie Art Award first prize for his monumental work Balance of Painters. From 
2010-16, Elgin was a professor at the Academy of Fine Art (KHiO) and has contributed to 
numerous publications and projects addressing the position of painting within 
contemporary art. 

11. Kristine Jærn Pilgaard is an independent curator and art producer. She was Curatorial 
Fellow at The Whitney Museum’s Independent Study Program in New York (2013-14), 
researching thematic and practical challenges related to the public space in a broad 
international perspective. Pilgaard has accomplished numerous site-specific, permanent 
and temporary art projects. For instance, she has built up unique knowledge initiating 
interdisciplinary art projects, creating collaborations between artists and prison 
institutions, involving inmates in the artistic process: Eirin Støen’s communal garden 
projects The Garden (2011-) and a notion of freedom (2019); and Agder Kunstakademi 

Edmund Clark. Courtesy 
Oliver Abraham 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/


Ikon Gallery  
 1 Oozells Square Brindleyplace   

Birmingham B1 2HS  
0121 248 0708 / ikon-gallery.org   

free entry / donations welcome  
Registered charity no. 528892  

  
(2021-23) where she was part of initiating and running a fulltime art school for inmates, led 
by artists, based on experimentation, collaboration and art production. In addition to 
teaching, editorial work and art collection management, Pilgaard has curated a number of 
exhibitions for gallery spaces, and worked for institutions such as the National Museum, 
Kunstnernes Hus and KORO - Public Art Norway. 

  
Kristine Jærn Pilgaard and Dag Erik Elgin curating Art as Punishment at Kunstnernes Hus. 
Courtesy Agder Kunstakademi. 

12. James Lomax lives and works in London. Having graduated from the Royal Academy 
Schools, London, in 2022, Lomax has undertaken residencies at Ikon Gallery, The New Art 
Gallery Walsall, The Henry Moore Institute and Studio Block M74 Mexico City. In early 
2026, he was recipient of the NEMO fund, supported by the Nordisk Kulturfond and Arts 
Council England, conducting research at Agder Kunstakademi. In 2024, Lomax was the 
Artist in Residence at HMP Grendon, a Category B men's prison that operates a unique, 
psychodynamic therapeutic model. Lomax's selected exhibitions include: A Tale of Two 
Cities, Sid Motion Gallery, London, UK, (2024), Take a Seat, LAMB Gallery, London, UK 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/


Ikon Gallery  
 1 Oozells Square Brindleyplace   

Birmingham B1 2HS  
0121 248 0708 / ikon-gallery.org   

free entry / donations welcome  
Registered charity no. 528892  

  
(2024); Chester Contemporary, curated by Ryan Gander, Chester, UK (2023), Unbound 
Material, Sid Motion Gallery, London, UK (2023), Unprecedented Times, Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery, Birmingham, UK (2022), Absurd, OHSH Projects, London, UK 
(2022), Modern Relics, Fold Gallery, London, UK (2022), and Flatten & Collapse, Recent 
Activity, London, UK (2022). 

13. James Latunji-Cockbill is Ikon’s Producer of Art in Health and Prisons, which places artist 
residencies in four prisons: HMP Grendon, HMP Spring Hill and HMP Aylesbury in 
Buckinghamshire and HMP Birmingham. With each residency, he upholds the core belief 
that art practice can be a force for good in carceral settings. With support from trusts and 
foundations, Latunji-Cockbill offers prisons weekly creative workshops, during which 
prisoners develop new creative and technical skills. Working with academic and local 
authority partners, he has developed an evaluation method for measuring the impact of 
creative activity on prisoner health and wellbeing. Latunji-Cockbill has curated over ten 
exhibitions inside UK prisons and was Curator of Dean Kelland’s exhibition Imposter 
Syndrome at Ikon Gallery in 2023. He has also edited a number of Ikon publications, 
including Simon J. Harris: The Weight of a Cloud (2026). 

 
A Tale of Two Cities at HMP Grendon. L-R: James Lomax and James Latunji-Cockbill 
Courtesy Ikon/Tod Jones 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/

