


IKON

Job Description

Post: Ikon Youth Programme (IYP) Coordinator

Reports to: Artistic Director (Education)

Salary: £26,500 pro rata

Contract: Full-time, fixed-term, 12-month long contract
Location: Ilkon Gallery, 1 Oozells Square, Birmingham, B1 2HS
About lkon

lkon is an internationally acclaimed art gallery in central Birmingham, offering free entry to all.
Founded in 1965 as an artists-led alternative space, it has evolved into one of the most
internationalist artistic programmes in Europe, combining established with emerging artists.
Housed in a renovated neo-gothic school building, lkon is an educational charity for the
promotion of visual art of international significance, playing a key role in the cultural life of the
West Midlands region.

lkon’s main galleries welcome around 200,000 engagements every year, with many more
engaging with off-site projects, national and international collaborations and online. Off-site
programmes include artist residencies at HMP Grendon, HMP Springhill and HMP
Birmingham, sharing a core belief that art can be a force for good in carceral settings. lkon Slow
Boat hosts the gallery’s Youth Programme (IYP) and lkon Creative Health explores the dynamic
intersections of art, health and wellbeing.

In recent years lkon has exhibited the work of Donald Locke (2025), Seulgi Lee (2025), Htein
Lin (2025), Mathab Hussain (2025), Jesse Jones (2024), Dion Kitson (2024), Exodus Crooks
(2024), Mali Morris (2023) and Melati Suryodarmo (2023). Group exhibitions include Thread
the Loom (2025), Friends in Love and War (2024-25), Start the Press! (2024) and Horror in the
Modernist Block (2022-23).

lkon is an equal opportunities organisation and welcomes applications from all sectors of the
community. In its management structure and as an employer, lkon is pledged to ensure equal
opportunities for all, regardless of age, race, gender, disability, marital status or sexual
orientation. We actively seek applications from the widest range of applicants.



Ikon Youth Programme (IYP) Coordinator - Job Description

Overview

With the support of Freelands Foundation, over six years (2021-27) lkon Youth Programme
(IYP) navigates the waterways on board Slow Boat, a converted narrow boat. IYP collaborates
with creative thinkers and makers to reimagine Slow Boat as a local art school. The group of
young people, aged 16-21, has developed a regional route which explores the rich art school
heritage of Birmingham and the West Midlands. Each year, Slow Boat travels 150 miles of canal
network, with annual stop offs in Walsall, Wolverhampton, Tipton, Stourbridge, Smethwick and
Coventry.

As a member of lkon’s Education Team, and working in close liaison with the Slow Boat
Coordinator, you will plan, deliver and evaluate the alternative arts curriculum offered by IYP.
This includes coordinating existing and new partnerships with schools, colleges and
universities located along the West Midlands canals. In dialogue with regional artists, you will
facilitate access to Slow Boat as a creative studio for the production and display of new work
in a variety of media, including ceramics, performance, printmaking and publishing. Through
weekly meetings and annual reviews, you will hold space for the young people to be
themselves, experimenting with the idea of an artistic identity, individually and as a collective.

Hours & Working Pattern

e Full-time, five days per week, including regular evening and occasional weekend
working

e Required to delivery weekly IYP sessions between 5-7pm on Thursday evenings.
Location and date/time is subject to change depending on the programme.

Key Competencies
We are looking for individuals who:

e Areresponsible, reliable and calm under pressure

¢ Communicate effectively with Ikon teams, young people, project partners and funders
e Demonstrate strong administrative skills and attention to detail

o Are highly vigilant and proactive in maintaining safety and safeguarding

e Have a passion for contemporary art and art education


https://freelandsfoundation.co.uk/
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/education/ikon-youth-programme
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/education/ikon-youth-programme
https://www.ikon-gallery.org/education/ikon-youth-programme/history-of-slow-boat/

Main Responsibilities
IYP programming

e Collaborate with IYP to plan, deliver and evaluate weekly sessions and public events

e Produce the Slow Boat project timeline, planning a viable route around the West
Midlands, coordinating artists, external partners and lkon Staff

e Work in close liaison with the Slow Boat Coordinator to oversee the operation, logistics
and maintenance of lkon Slow Boat

e Share models of practice with sector peers through networking and presentations

e Organise public events in dialogue with IYP, delegating roles and responsibilities

e Oversee contractual processes for freelance artist educators, including DBS checks

e Coordinate the programme evaluation through annual reviews and publications

e Manage the recruitment and training of IYP, including the organisation of work
experience opportunities and progression into salaried Front of House roles

Target & budget management

e Manage the programme budget with the Slow Boat Coordinator, frequently updating
lkon’s Head of Finance on expenditure whilst ensuring delivery within budget

e Monitor agreed targets and delivery within timescales

e Collect and record engagement figures for use in Ikon’s reporting to core and project
funders

e Provide descriptions, testimonials and image content for quarterly reporting to the lkon
Board and of Trustees and twice-yearly reporting to the project funder

Partnership development

e Maintain and introduce new local authority, education and charity partners
e Develop partnerships with other arts organisations and youth programmes to
contextualise the programme, share good practice and engage new audiences

Communications & documentation

e Contribute towards programming meetings with the Exhibitions and Education Teams to
identify artists and educators

e Liaise with the Communications Team to market [YP exhibitions and events, recruit new
members, issue press releases, share good news stories and create social media content

e Facilitate the creation of digital content in a variety of films, photographs and resources,
ensuring photographic permissions and consent are in place

Health and Safety

Write and implement risk assessments, maintaining a safe working environment
Undertake training, including First Aid and Water Safety

Respond proactively to emergencies and minimise risks

Operate in accordance with Ikon’s employment, Health and Safety, Safeguarding, GDPR,
Equal Opportunities, Environment policies and procedures

Undertake other duties as reasonably directed



Person Specification

Criteria Essential Desirable

Experience Creating arts programmes for Experience in arts or cultural sector
children and/ or young people
Developing audiences for arts Working with artists and educators
programmes

Skills Strong communication and Assessing risk, including safety and
organisational skills safeguarding
Managing project budgets, Producing public events, including
targets and timescales staffing and hosting

Knowledge Interest in contemporary visual Knowledge of contemporary visual art
arts and/ or craft and arts education and/ or

the national curriculum

Personal Reliable, calm under pressure, Creative approach to project

Qualities team player engagement
Strong communication and Good knowledge of ICT, including
i | skill
Interpersonal skills proficiency in MS Office

Other Flexible to work evenings / First aid training
weekends

How to Apply

Please send the following to office@ikon-gallery.org by Wednesday 21 January

2026, Midday (BST) with the subject line ‘lkon Youth Programme Coordinator Application’
e A completed application form
e A complete Equal Opportunities Monitoring form

Interviews will take place on Wednesday 28 January 2026 at lkon Gallery.
Start date is the beginning of March 2026.

Note

Applicants must be able to provide evidence of their right to work in the UK.

lkon requires all staff to obtain a Government Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check, in
accordance with lkon’s Child and Vulnerable Adults Protection Policy. You will be required to
provide the necessary documentation for the DBS check to be carried out. Ikon will cover the
cost of obtaining the DBS check and reserves the right to request additional checks at any
time in the future.


mailto:office@ikon-gallery.org
https://forms.office.com/e/zn0F09RqNf

