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Donald Locke:

Resistant Forms

Donald Locke was born in 1930 in
Guyana. He grew up in a village
between two sugar plantations.

He moved to the UK as part of the
Windrush Generation in the
1950s, studying art and ceramics
in Bath, Edinburgh and London.
He later moved to the United
States, continuing to make
artwork until he died in 2010.

This exhibition brings together
over 80 artworks, made
throughout Donald Locke’s life.

We can see how the artist’s work
changed over time, and how he
repeated some ideas and themes
throughout his career.

Donald Locke was a collector of
artefacts. In this exhibition, you
will see objects from his
collection, including pottery,
photographs and antiques -
some are even attached to the
surface of the paintings.

Donald and Brenda Locke in Arizona, USA.

Donald Locke painted,
drew and sculpted shapes
he called ‘bullets’.

How many ‘bullet’
shapes are there in
the exhibition?

Can you guess?
or try and count them all?

Donald Locke, An American Caste (1990).

B Guyana

Guyana is a Caribbean nation in South America. Its name
means ‘Land of Many Waters’ and much of the country is
covered by the Amazon Rainforest.

Guyana was colonised as part of both the Dutch and British
Empires before regaining independence in 1966.

Guyana has a diverse population including African, Indian and
Indigenous people. During European colonisation, people
were brought as slaves or low-paid workers to live and farm
on the sugar plantations.

The total population of Guyana is less than 1 million people.
(Birmingham has around 1.2 million people!)

Glossary

Plantation: A system of farming that used forced labour to grow crops.
Windrush Generation: The people who migrated from the Caribbean to the UK in the 1950s.

Colonised: When a country is controlled by the government or army of another country.

Discover our online learning packs for more info and activities!
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Education at lkon Gallery

We believe that everyone should have access
to contemporary art.

Ikon produces learning resources, delivered in
person or online, to engage children and
young people in our exhibitions.

Visit ikon-gallery.org/education for free
resources, activities and to find out how we
can work with your school.

Ikon Family Activities

lkon hosts a wide range of creative
activites for families, schools and other
groups.

lkon Family Saturdays are free, artist-led
sessions for all ages. On the first Saturday
of every month, 11am-3pm. No need to
book, just drop in!

Free family sessions also take place during
half terms and school holidays.

Visit ikon-gallery.org for the latest events.

Donald Locke's studio. Photo: Tom Meyer.
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Donald Locke, An American Caste
(1990). Acrylic and mixed media on
canvas. Courtesy Estate of Donald Locke
and Alison Jacques.
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Ikon Gallery Limited trading as lkon.
Registered Charity no.528892.

Donald Locke, Reconstructed Bottle with
Pearls #11 (Pearls for Mahalia) (2008).
Ceramic, wood, artificial fur.

Courtesy Estate of Donald Locke and
Alison Jacgues.

Donald Locke in Studio (ca.2007-9)
Photo: Tom Meyer.

supported by The Ampersand
Foundation, Henry Moore Foundation,
the Paul Mellon Centre for Studies in
British Art, Alison Jacques and the
Estate of Donald Locke.

lkon is supported using public funding
by the National Lottery through Arts
Council England.
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