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Martin Green CBE, Chair, Ikon Board of Trustees 

 

 
Ikon is pleased to announce the appointment of Martin Green CBE as Chair of the gallery’s Board 
of Trustees. Martin Green is Director of the Eurovision Song Contest at the European Broadcasting 
Union, overseeing the world’s biggest music show. He was previously Head of Ceremonies for the 
London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Director of Hull UK City of Culture 2017 and Chief 
Creative Officer of the Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022. In 2023 for the BBC he led the 
BAFTA-winning Eurovision Song Contest in Liverpool on behalf of Ukraine. 
 
Martin has a wealth of experience leading world class organisations in the cultural and 
entertainment landscape. He was previously Chair of Middle Child Theatre Company. His work 
brings together local communities, their stories and artists through collaborations with 
international producers and creatives. He was an advisor to the Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic 
Games and has engaged and advised cultural organisations and governments around the globe. 

http://www.ikon-gallery.org/
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“I’m honoured to be joining Ikon, a world class contemporary arts institution, at a time when the 
role of culture in our society has never been more important. Following my time as Chief Creative 
Officer of the Birmingham Commonwealth Games, this role solidifies my relationship with this 
great creative city. I look forward to supporting the brilliant team as they enter an exciting new 
chapter.” Martin Green CBE, Ikon Chair of Trustees and Director, Eurovision Song Contest 

 
Martin Green takes over from Lee Brocklehurst (Trustee and Interim Chair), Accountant, 
Quantuma Advisory LLP, and Ikon’s previous Chair, Professor Helen Higson OBE DL, 50th 
Anniversary Professor of Higher Education Learning and Management at Aston University, who 
held the position for 3 years. Professor Higson remains closely associated with Ikon and we thank 
her for her enormous contribution and dedication to the gallery, having been a Trustee for over a 
decade. 
 
“During the Commonwealth Games, we worked closely with Martin and the Birmingham 2022 
Festival to bring to life Hew Locke’s artwork Foreign Exchange in Victoria Square. We’re looking 
forward to an ambitious future with Martin and our Board, ensuring Ikon’s impact in the years 
ahead is felt in communities across Birmingham and beyond.” Ian Hyde, Chief Executive Officer, 
Melanie Pocock, Artistic Director (Exhibitions) and Linzi Stauvers, Artistic Director (Education) 
 
“As the lead trustee searching for our new Chair, I’m delighted with the outcome of our search and 
can’t wait to work with Martin and our fellow Trustees on the future strategy of Ikon alongside our 
established leadership team.” Harminder Randhawa, Ikon Trustee, Accountant Jaguar Land Rover 
 
“We’re pleased to welcome Martin Green CBE as Chair of the Board of Trustees at Ikon. Martin has 
an international reputation for delivering world-class, large-scale sporting and cultural events. His 
extensive experience, in the sector and beyond, will provide a huge asset to Ikon, which has a 
strong reputation for presenting work that encourages participation and debate on key social 
issues. I’d also like to thank Lee Brocklehurst for his excellent work in supporting the gallery as 
Interim Chair over the past 12 months.” Peter Knott, Midlands Area Director, Arts Council England 

 
Ikon’s full Board of Trustees: 
 
Chair: Martin Green CBE, Director, Eurovision Song Contest 
Lee Brocklehurst, Accountant, Quantuma Advisory LLP  
Rachel Chiu, Head of Business Development, Spring Housing Association 
Samuel Jones, Head of Strategy and Governance, Tate 
James Leo, Solicitor & Partner, The Wilkes Partnership LLP 
Harminder Randhawa, Accountant, Jaguar Land Rover  
Sandeep Shambi, Architect & Partner, Howells 
Nick Smith, CEO, Elonex 
Liam Smyth, Project Implementation Manager, The UK National Commission for UNESCO 
Councillor Saima Suleman, Cabinet Member for Digital, Culture, Heritage & Tourism, Birmingham 
City Council  
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Ikon is a registered charity no. 528892 and is supported using public funding by the National 
Lottery through Arts Council England.  
 
For more information, press appointments, high-res images and to request interviews please 
contact Rebecca Small by email r.small@ikon-gallery.org or call Ikon on 0121 248 0708.  
 

Social Media: @ikongallery #IkonGallery @ace_national @aceagrams @ace_midlands 
 
Notes to Editors:  
 

1. Ikon is an internationally acclaimed contemporary art gallery, situated in Birmingham’s city 
centre. Established in 1964 by a group of artists, Ikon celebrated its 60th anniversary in 
2024. It is an educational charity with free entry for all, and works to encourage public 
engagement with contemporary art through exhibiting new work in a context of debate 
and participation. The gallery programme features international and local artists working in 
a variety of media, including sound, film, mixed media, photography, painting, sculpture 
and installation. Ikon’s off-site programme develops dynamic relationships between art, 
artists and audiences outside the gallery. Projects vary enormously in scale, duration and 
location, challenging expectations of where art can be seen and by whom. Education is at 
the heart of Ikon’s activities, stimulating public interest in and understanding of 
contemporary visual art. Ikon aims to build dynamic relationships with audiences, enabling 
visitors to engage with, discuss and reflect on contemporary art. ikon-gallery.org  
 

2. Ikon is open Tuesday – Sunday and Bank Holiday Mondays, 11am-5pm. Free entry, 
donations welcome. Ikon is supported using public funding by the National Lottery through 
Arts Council England. 

 
3. Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity and culture. ACE 

have set out their strategic vision in Let’s Create that by 2030 they want England to be a 
country in which the creativity of each of us is valued and given the chance to flourish and 
where everyone of us has access to a remarkable range of high-quality cultural 
experiences. From 2023 to 2026 ACE will invest over £467 million of public money from 
Government and an estimated £250 million from The National Lottery each year to help 
support the sector and to deliver this vision. artscouncil.org.uk 
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