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MARYAM WAHRID »dt»n =die
DREAMS OF BRUM 3dh #ie 5aH

Ikon presents Dreams of Brum, an exhibition of sixteen photographic portraits by Birmingham-
based photographer Maryam Wahid, taken at Handsworth Library during a series of creative
workshops with printmaker Haseebah Ali.

The portraits depict members of the community who regularly access the Warm Welcome
space and take part in the over 50s club. The case studies presented within this exhibition guide
highlight the unity that exists across different cultures and generations in the community around
Handsworth Library.

Dreams of Brum is presented as part of The Migrant Festival 2023 and subsequently tours to
Handsworth Library in autumn and winter 2023. The exhibition is organised in partnership with
Handsworth Library and is supported by Birmingham City Council’s Cultural Development Service.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Maryam Wahid (b. 1995) is a Birmingham-based artist who uses the medium of photography to
explore identity, womanhood, memory, migration, home and belonging. Wahid’s work has been
exhibited nationally and internationally including at Midlands Arts Centre; Impressions Gallery,
Bradford; Ffotogallery (Wales); and Museum of Gdarsk, Poland. Wahid has won multiple awards,
including the Portrait of Britain by British Journal of Photography, and is a recipient of numerous
commissions from Arts Council England and British Council. She has also judged art competitions
including Hold Still at the National Portrait Gallery.
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STEPHEN

I’m dual heritage: my dad’s from Pakistan, my
mom’s English. When my parents met in the mid
70s, people from different backgrounds getting
married wasn’t unheard of, but it was a lot less
acceptable than it is now. In some ways, | regard
them as pioneers.

Originally when | was doing my English degree,
| wanted to go into teaching. However, that
soon changed once | got a part time library job.
I’ve worked in a handful of libraries, but this

is by far the busiest and most energetic. The
range of people here and the variety of activities
keep the job interesting. People come in for all
kinds of reasons, not just for books or using the
computers. They come in for craft sessions, or to
read a newspaper. Others come in just to talk to
the staff or to pass the time of day.

When people hear ‘Handsworth’, they usually
have negative perceptions. My colleagues at
other libraries are often apprehensive to work
in the area, but when they get here and see
how lively it is, they love it. It feels like some
kind of family, rather than just a team of staff.
As Assistant Manager, | love doing partnership
work and outreach outside the library. We're
trying to make Handsworth Library as unique as
possible.
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PARMINDER

My name is Pam, Parminder. I've been using
the library for a long time now, since 2008. I'm
local to Handsworth, Winson Green. | used to
come here to use the computers. | studied here.
The library staff used to come and help me a lot
with the computers. | studied English and my
maths NVQ 1 and 2 and | passed that. I've only
got my English level 2 left to do now. When |
went to Handsworth Wood Girls’ School | left
before | could do my GCSEs, so the job centre
sent me for a 50-week course for English and
Maths. There were a lot of people to help you,
we worked as a team. We worked on our times
tables and everything. | used to have problems
with my maths, but that’s why you have to learn.
My advice to anyone younger is to just carry on
learning and stay in school.

NATHANIEL

My name is Mr Nathaniel Elonya. | never visited
the Handsworth Library before working here

as a security guard. | have been working at the
library approximately 6 years. | always see the
people that need help. | can advise the people.

| can give what | have and it doesn’t mean | can
give anything. So | don’t raise my shoulder to
them, because some of the people, the security
people are always having the problem in this
situation. They always begin defensive in this
type of situation. They can’t last in this job but
when you’re overlooking these things, you're
advising people, you’re loving them like you love
yourself you can be able to communicate with
them. | have a good relationship with the people
that use the library. My advice to the younger
generation—they need much advice. You have to
have reason. If you don’t have reason, then there
are a lot of things that you are lacking in life.
Don’t be stubborn. When you see something
wrong, don’t stay quiet.
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HECTOR

They call me ‘Mr Handsworth’. I've been here
since 1962 and I've worked with the library for
around 35 years. The library is not just about the
books—it’s about meeting and greeting people.
We've got a big community here in Handsworth.
A melting pot is what we want so that everybody
becomes one. Because without unity, there’s no
community. By bringing people together you will
find more unity: if you’ve got unity in yourself,
you can pass it on to others.

| tell my children Handsworth is the best place
because this is the place | was brought to when
| came from Jamaica. Our parents brought us
here to try to do good and we’re trying to do the
best we can to make our parents proud. That

is what | do, try to make my mother and father
proud.

As an Afro-Caribbean person, | would like a
slice of the cake. And if a Black person can’t
have a slice of the cake, how can we improve
our community? Handsworth is so diverse with
different people coming in: it’s gonna change,
it’s gonna evolve into different things. We don’t
want to see riots, we've been down that road
already. We're looking for improvement.
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BAHADAR

| have done a bit in my life. What | wanted to
achieve in my working life, | did. | achieved a lot,
| worked very hard. In the beginning, | started
as a caster’s mate. We made brass and bronze.
| worked for 45 years, in that business. Then
they made me a sergeant, a foreman, then the
manager of the casting department. They chose
me over a man who had a metrologist degree.
Whatever you do, wherever you work, be loyal.
And if you can help somebody, help them.
There are a lot of people in the world that are
very good. Sometimes you’ll meet a bad one.
This is your luck but sometimes you meet the
good ones. What makes me happy is meeting
new people and being healthy. If your health is
good, it takes away all the worries. Also my wife,
if she’s happy, I’'m happy obviously. As | say, we
cannot change the world: happiness and worry
are a part of life. | come to the library especially
to see people, to be friends with people. When
you meet each other every day, you make a
special bond. We're lucky here that the staff are
very good. It’s a nice place to get together.

DEBA

I’'ve been using the library for a long time. | enjoy
coming to the library. | read, | talk to the people
here, and | make friends. When | was younger, |
used to play a lot of games and sports. Games
like football, kabaddi, and volleyball. I've played
these for most of my life. | really enjoyed it; they
made me happy. What also brings me happiness
in life is being able to walk, talk and travel to
different places.
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We would like to thank: all the staff at Handsworth Library; Stephen Callow, Assistant Manager;
Monica Pierre, Facilitator for Make and Take sessions; Hector Pinkney, leader of the over 50s club.

The artworks surrounding the portraits were created by Monica, Jeba, Arabella, C. L.and V.W,, in a

printmaking workshop facilitated by artist Haseebah Ali.
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Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, Birmingham, B1 2HS
0121248 0708 / ikon-gallery.org

Open Wednesday-Sunday, 11am-5pm
Free entry, donations welcome

Stay in touch:
Subscribe to our e-bulletin at ikon-gallery.org
L £} @ikongallery

Ikon is supported using public funding by the
National Lottery through Arts Council England,
and Birmingham City Council.

Ikon Gallery Limited trading as Ikon.
Registered charity no. 528892.
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