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Professor Helen Higson OBE DL 

 
Ikon is pleased to announce the appointment of Professor Helen Higson OBE DL as 
Chair of the gallery’s Board of Trustees. Helen is Professor of Higher Education 
Learning and Management, Aston University and Vice Lord-Lieutenant for the West 
Midlands. Simultaneously, Ikon trustee Harminder Randhawa, Accountant, Jaguar 
Land Rover, takes the position of Chair at Ikon’s Risk Committee.  
 
As Professor of Higher Education Learning and Management, Higson’s role at Aston 
University includes ensuring that the students have the best learning experience 
possible, and that their lives are transformed for the better via this and integrated 
work experience. Her career in higher education has spanned over 37 years and she is 
a National Teaching Fellow (NTF), a Principal Fellow of the Higher Education Academy 
(PFHEA) and a Fellow of the Association of University Administrators (FAUA). She was 
awarded an OBE in 2011 for services to Higher Education. Professor Higson is Chair of 
the Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP Employability and Skills Board, and a Board 
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member of Ravensbourne University, London, amongst other positions. She is also a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (FRSA) and has a Fellowship with Birmingham 
Metropolitan College. Professor Higson was appointed as Vice Lord-Lieutenant in 
2020. 
 
I am totally delighted to be appointed as Chair of the Ikon Board. It is a great responsibility to 
be a guardian of this wonderful institution, and I am proud to be associated with such high 
quality curation, outreach and education work. Ikon is an “iconic” Birmingham landmark, but it 
has a reputation for excellence well beyond the region, both nationally and internationally. 
Those of us on the Board have a duty to make sure we advance this standing. I promise that I 
will do this as much as I am able. Professor Helen Higson OBE DL 
 
Helen Higson takes over as Chair from Oliver Longmore, Corporate Banking Manager, 
Handelsbanken UK who now retires from Ikon’s board having served as a trustee since 
2014, and as Chair since 2018. He remains a friend and supporter to Ikon and we thank 
him for his enormous contribution. 
 
We also thank Victoria Tester, Chief Operating Officer, Shakespeare Martineau, who 
steps down as a Trustee. 
 
With gratitude and some sadness, we say farewell to Oliver Longmore as Chair, while looking 
forward very much to having him back at Ikon as a regular visitor and patron. He has a passion 
for contemporary art which, as it happens, is shared by his successor Helen Higson. It is with 
great pride that we announce her appointment as the new Chair of Ikon’s Board of Trustees. 
We are lucky to have such an accomplished and respected figure taking charge as Ikon moves 
optimistically into a new post-pandemic chapter. Jonathan Watkins, Ikon Director 
 
 
Ikon’s full Board of Trustees: 
 
Chair: Helen Higson OBE DL, Professor of Higher Education Learning and 
Management, Aston University and Vice Lord-Lieutenant for the West Midlands. 

Councillor Kate Booth, Cabinet Member for Children’s Wellbeing, Birmingham City 
Council 
Rachel Chiu, Head of Business Development, Spring Housing Association 
John Claughton, Former Chief Master, King Edward's School, Birmingham 
Soweto Kinch, award winning alto-saxophonist and MC 
Jenny Loynton, Director, Loynton & Co. Solicitors Ltd 
Harminder Randhawa, Accountant, Jaguar Land Rover 
Nick Smith, CEO, Elonex 
 
Ikon is a registered charity no. 528892 and is supported using public funding by Arts 
Council England and Birmingham City Council.  
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Ikon relies on the generous support of its visitors and partners and there are many 
ways to help - make a donation, hire the gallery for your event, join as a Patron, 
sponsor an exhibition or event, use our independent shop and café. 
 
Social Media Handles:  
Instagram, Twitter and Facebook: @ikongallery #IkonGallery 
 
Note to Editors:  
 
1. Ikon is an internationally acclaimed contemporary art venue situated in central 

Birmingham. Established in 1964 by a group of artists, Ikon is an educational charity and 
works to encourage public engagement with contemporary art through exhibiting new 
work in a context of debate and participation. The gallery programme features artists from 
around the world and a variety of media is represented, including sound, film, mixed media, 
photography, painting, sculpture and installation. Ikon’s off-site programme develops 
dynamic relationships between art, artists and audiences outside the gallery. Projects vary 
enormously in scale, duration and location, challenging expectations of where art can be 
seen and by whom. Education is at the heart of Ikon’s activities, stimulating public interest 
in and understanding of contemporary visual art. Through a variety of talks, tours, 
workshops and seminars, Ikon’s Learning Team aims to build dynamic relationships with 
audiences, enabling visitors to engage with, discuss and reflect on contemporary art. ikon-
gallery.org  
 

2. Ikon Gallery is supported using public funding from Arts Council England and Birmingham 
City Council. For the latest news and events follow @ikongallery on Twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram.  
 

3. For more information or high-res images please contact Rebecca Small, Head of 
Communications, r.small@ikon-gallery.org or Laura Jaunzems, Communications and Digital 
Assistant l.jaunzems@ikon-gallery.org 

Image reproduction terms and conditions: 
 

• Credit information must accompany each Photo that you publish: credits are as per their 
file titles with the credit ‘Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, ikon-gallery.org’ 

• No cropping or text overlay of any kind is permitted without permission 

• Subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement, you will have the non-exclusive 
license to use each Photo for one-time print and online editorial purposes only 

• Except as expressly permitted by this Agreement, you may not copy, reproduce, market, 
sell, distribute, publish, display, perform, modify, create derivative works of, download, or 
transmit, in any form or by any means, electronic, optical, mechanical or otherwise, any 
Photos. This restriction includes the distribution, marketing and selling of unauthorised 
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"hard copies" of Photos and the distribution, marketing and selling of Photos through any 
electronic medium or any electronic storage device. 

• You may store Photos electronically until such time as the Photo is used in your 
publication. You are not allowed to enter Photos into a database or hold them longer than 
you need to for publication. 
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