
      

 

 

EMBARGOED UNTIL TUESDAY 1 September 2020 

24/8/20 

 

Professor Helen Higson Appointed As Vice Lord-Lieutenant For The West Midlands 

 

Professor Helen Elisabeth Higson OBE has been appointed from 1 September 2020 as the 

new Vice Lord-Lieutenant to the West Midlands’ Lord-Lieutenant, John Crabtree OBE. 

 

Professor Higson, who is the Provost and Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) at Aston 

University, takes on the role from Dr Beverly Lindsay OBE OD, who has completed her three 

year term and devoted many hours to help the Lord-Lieutenant carry out community duties 

and oversee initiatives that have benefitted the region. 

 

Since 2017, Helen has been a Deputy Lieutenant and acted as Lead on the Education group 

that has been working with schools, colleges and universities to promote the importance of 

good citizenship.  This activity has involved working with a panel of  education leaders, and 

going into schools to explain what the West Midlands Lieutenancy does, and how young 

people can make a positive difference to the community around them. 

 

A new Lord-Lieutenant’s prize is being launched this year to recognise and promote the 

outstanding contribution young people make to their community in the region. Nominations 

will come from schools, with ten exceptional young people going on to receive the prize. 

 

Commenting on her appointment, Professor Higson said; “It is an exciting time to take up the 

position as the region celebrates the Capital of Culture in Coventry in 2021 and the 

Commonwealth Games in 2022. Through my existing involvement with education, working 

with disadvantaged young people and with cultural organisations, I believe this new position 

will allow me to connect a lot of the things I already do.   

“The West Midlands is known for its diversity and we have the highest proportion of young 

people in Europe, so it is important that the interests and the future of young people are high 

on the agenda and the Lieutenancy is playing a role in this.” 

 

The Lord-Lieutenant, John Crabtree added; “Beverly Lindsay has been a terrific support to me 

over the last three years and has spent a huge amount of time and effort to support the 

initiatives and activities of the West Midlands Lieutenancy for which I’m so grateful. When 

Helen starts the position as Vice Lord-Lieutenant in September, she will bring a wealth of 

knowledge and connections from her extensive involvement with so many organisations and 

I look forward to working with her.”  

 

 



 

The role of Vice Lord-Lieutenant for the West Midlands is for a three year term and involves 

assisting the Lord-Lieutenant in the performance of his duties. 

 

Since 2017, Dr Beverly Lindsay OBE OD has been the Vice Lord-Lieutenant for the West 

Midlands and she has enjoyed meeting many different people and learning about a variety of 

religions and cultures. Her highlights over the last three years have included presenting the 

Diana ”Inspire” Awards to young people who have shown courage facing extreme difficulties 

and have succeeded in helping their community, officiating at the citizenship ceremonies 

where new British citizens celebrate being formally welcomed and attending the Royal 

Edinburgh Military Tattoo, as a guest of the Royal Navy, with performances by British Armed 

Forces, Commonwealth and international military bands. 

 

She said; “It has been a life-enhancing experience, which will serve me for the rest of my life. 

I do hope that the way that I have undertaken the role will open possibilities for people from 

my background to be given the opportunity to achieve even much greater heights. 

“I want to thank the Lord-Lieutenant for giving me the chance to carry out the position. He has 

opened the door that no-one can close. He has made an excellent choice with Helen as she 

has the wisdom, poise and elegance to fulfil the role and I wish her every success.” 

 

Dr Lindsay will continue as a Deputy Lieutenant for the West Midlands Lieutenancy. 

 

The West Midlands Lieutenancy is the second largest lieutenancy in England and Wales, 

supporting a population of nearly 3 million people across the seven local authorities of 

Birmingham, Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, Solihull, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

 

The Lord-Lieutenant is appointed by Her Majesty The Queen and has a Vice Lord-Lieutenant 

and Deputy Lieutenants to help with duties. 

 

Apart from acting as The Queen’s representative for the region and covering Royal visits, the 

Lord-Lieutenant has a community role to support initiatives that help the region and to 

recognise people and organisations that help others. The Lieutenancy also supports the 

Honours system and engages with many partners to promote the Honours and encourage 

nominations that can be made by anyone to acknowledge the many wonderful contributions 

so many people make. These include individual Honours, Awards for Charities and Volunteers 

through The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service (QAVS) and for business through The 

Queen’s Award for Enterprise (QAE). 

 

 

 

For further information on the West Midlands Lieutenancy visit www.wmlieutenancy.org. 

 

Footnotes 

 

Professor Helen E Higson OBE – Short Biography 

 

Professor Helen Higson OBE is the Provost and Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) at Aston 

University, where she has held various roles. Her role at the University includes ensuring that 

http://www.wmlieutenancy.org/


the students have the best learning experience possible, and that their lives are transformed 

for the better via this and integrated work experience. In order to achieve this, Helen works 

with the Executive Deans to ensure staff can maximise their effectiveness in their research, 

teaching and external outreach. 

 

Her career in education has spanned over 37 years and she is a Professor of Higher Education 

Learning and Management and a National Teaching Fellow (NTF), a Principal Fellow of the 

Higher Education Academy (PFHEA) and a Fellow of the Association of University 

Administrators (FAUA). She was awarded the OBE in 2011 for services to Higher Education. 

 

Helen is also Vice Chair and a Trustee of the IKON Gallery, Birmingham, the current Chair of 

the Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP Employability and Skills Board, a member of the 

Midlands Engine Skills Board ,and a Board member of Ravensbourne University, London. 

 

Other positions include being a Board member for the UUK Outward Mobility Strategy Group, 

a Trustee and Chair of Governance and Appointments Committee for the Society for Research 

in Higher Education (SRHE), a Board member and Chair of the Peer Review Committee for 

Advance HE and a Board member of the University Vocational Awards Committee (UVAC). 

 

She is also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (FRSA) and has a Fellowship with Birmingham 

Metropolitan College. Professor Higson was appointed as a Deputy Lieutenant in 2017. 

 

Follow Helen on Twitter @higsonhe.  

 

Press enquiries to Julia Willoughby on 07739403951 or email julia@wpragency.co.uk or 

Kate Canty, Clerk to the West Midlands Lieutenancy on 0121 222 5041 or 07970 018240, 

email clerk@wmlieutenancy.org. 
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